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ABSTRACT . ; ‘ 

This study examined selected characteristics of 1,682 
students who withdrew from Los Angeles City College during the spring 
semesters of 1973, 1974, 1875, and 1976,.and compared them to the 
characteristics of the spring 1976 total day student population. 
About 68% of the withdrawees were of non-Caucasian background, 
compared witb a non-Caucasian student body of about 79%, and 55% of 

* the withdrawees were female, while the student body was 50% female. 
Of spring 1S7€ withdrawees, 47% had not been employed during the 

, semester compared with a student body only one-third of which was 
unemployed, but 28% of the withdrawees were employed full time. About 
36% of the spring 1976 withdrawees indicated they planned to transfer 
to a four-year college, 30% did not intend to transfer and 34% were 
not sure; corresponding figures for the total student body were 69%, 
11% and 19%, respectively. Almost half of the withdrawees indicated 
flans to return -to college. Pull-time employment, personal reasons, 
and trahsfer,-.in that order, were the most frequently cited reasons 
for withdrawal in each year. Nine tables of data display the 
demographic characteristics of withdrawees. f{Author/JDS) - 
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_ M§OME CHARACTERISTICS OF STUDENTS WHO WITHDREW FROM 
L.A.C.C, SPRING 1976, SPRING 1975, SPRING 1974, AND SPRING 1973". 
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. ; ° : 
PURDOSE OF THE SPUDY y ean : a +t if 
To identify reasons for student withdrawing from college before ie 
the end of a semester re sceapldle’ Cattiaksi characteristics of with- 
drawing students (e.g., sex, ethnic background, age, employment) with i 
those of the entire student body. | . 


PROCEDURE OF THE STUDY os 


rs 


/ 


Students (day) withdrawing from the college are required to obtain 

the signature of a coufhselor before officfal withdrawal is grarteed, This ‘ Ae 
exit interview panaites the counselor to make eure the student understands 
the effects of his withdrawal and procedures for returning to one college 
at a later date. A prepared form (copy appended) ig completed ny the stu- . 1 
dent as part‘of this exit interview, ‘ Analysis of” ican completed instru- © 

ments constitutes the procedure for this stiody, | 

PINDINGS . , en 

208 students completed withdrawal forms during bus Spring 1976 semes- 


ter, compared with 354 for Spring 1975, 499 for Spring 1974, and 621 for 


r 7 


Spring 1973, , 

Table 1 ghows the distribution of these students according to yuna 
ethnic background, ‘Tables la and 1b permit compaxteot ‘of these digertbu- 
tions for the respective years. and with the sea ‘college student body,’ 

Tables 2 through 8a syomarize responses to questions ,asked on the exit 
interview form, setnualeest by sex and ethni¢ background, and conpesia’ _ # . : 


(where information is available) with the entire student-body, In Tables 


"8, 8a,.and 9a information was included about withdrawees during the Spring 


FINDINGS (continued), *° | : 
1973 semester (from Research Study #76-2). oe 3g 7. SERS 


~Pable'9 presents in rank order, for the total and each subgroup, the 
. w 
stated reasons, for withdrawal for Spring 1976, Table-9a presents a com-, 


parison ofthe rank orders for Spring 1976, Spring 1975, Spring 1974, and 


4 


Spring 1973, 


¥ « 


Figures indicating most recent available statistics for all day stu- 


' dents ate taken from Research Studies #76-2 and #77-4, 


. . ° ¢ * 
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TABLE t - Number of Withdrawals. from LACC by Sex and 7 
Ethnic Background, Spring, 1976, Spring 1975, : x 
Spring 1974, and Spring 1973 


* 


Spring 1973 
‘Male Female Total 


Spring 1975. . Spring 1974 
Male. Female Total Female Total 


ep. Female . Total 


Black 50 97 48° 57 105 68 139 68 97 165° j 

Caucasign , 100 63 64 127, 87 98 185 126121 247 be 

Mex-Amefican 9: 16 25 “ 2 13 25 22 17 39 et 20 41° . 
)  Orfenta 24 25 49 16 33 49 35 37 72 © 54 °°.39 » 93 , 
. Other ft 3 «20 36° 7 4 AB 30 M4 64 40 85.0"! {75 


eaweser feoepraen PHOS H ORE THR AHE HS HEH TOHH OE RESHTEE EME HEFT OHHH EEE HEEEOE ETE SET ES RSHEE EHO EOF OEHOH THESE HEHEHE SH OSOHHRET HEE EREEHEHEEEE 


TOTAL J 308 PS S| ne Ree | Sy 5 Sa 
hae i Table la - Ethnic Distribution ‘ 
/ L (in percents) ci 
} f ’ ‘ 
’ 7 “Spring 1976 Spring 1975 Spring 1974 Spring 1973 Ail LACG* 
of ass _ Fema’ e_ Total 7 Male _ Female Total = _Male_ _Female_ Total ___Male_ as Female_ : _Total sere 19 76 pe 
Black 29.4. 31.8 °- 29,5... 29.9 - 29.7 29.0 26.8 27.9 22.0. 31.2 26.6 36.9. 
Caucasian 34.7 32.2 - 38.7 35.8 35.8 . 35,5 38.6. 37,1 40.8 38.8 39.8 ‘oa 
-. MexfAmer ican 9.4 8.0 74 6.8 7.0 9.0 6.7 7.8 6,8 64° °6.6 18.7 
” Origntal 17.4 14.7 16.0 9.8 17,3 12.6 4.3 14.6 14.4 17.5 12.5 - 15,0 18.3 
Other’ 12,3. °° 11,8 - ° 12.0 WP BS 13.6 Wa. “WA WA 129 -12. AA 4,3 ; 
eee CCC OT TER ULU TET OT RETIREE LT ETT R ORE CORT COCO TE OTTO E EUNICE TEER US CCR TO Ee Ee er Rr 
TOZAL NUMBER 138 170 308 = 163 191 354 245 254 499 .. 309 3.12 | 621 
| TABLE 1b - Sex Distribution : Ae 
ri (in percents) 
/ s 
Male 1976 1975 1974 “1973. ALL LACC* 
P - 4 as) 
Male 44.8 46.0 49,1 49.8 49,7 ® 
Female ~ 55.2 54.0 50.9 50,2 ' 50,3 if 


* See Research Study #77-4 wy ; . ° 
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TABLE 2 ~ Semester at-L.A,C.C.. {in percents) 


* 


: 4 
ie lst 2nd * 3rd “ &th 5th: Semest Total : 
. Semester Semester  Senfestet Semester or more , Respondents 4 
Males; ‘ ° 534.4 ° 29,8 12,2 6.9 16.8 5 131 
Fema les ‘ . . Sn. 30D 25.7 15.0 22.0 13.8 167 
Black : “40.2 23,7 12.0 14,1 12.0 2 92 
* Caucasian : ~ 2 26.6 31.9 13.8 8,5 19,1 % 94 ; . 
Mex-~American a 43.8. «-* 34.8 4.3 4,3 13.0 « - 23 . 
Oriental ; 22.9. ° 29,2 20.8 14.6 12.5 - “+ 48 
Other 25.0 31.3 18.8 3.1 21.8 . 32 
COOP OER eM EERE OHHH RHEE EEE FERRE ERE HERE HH HESS HETERO EEEHEEH TEE EES EHO HEHEHE REHEREEHEHERE RHE HREOC HEREC E HERERO HE: 
Al1,1976" ; ; -' 33.9 27.5 13.8 9.7! 15.2 ; 298 
All 1975 : : 31.2° “31.9 16.4 ‘ 8.5 °° 12,0 317 
> ALL 1974 i Pe ee 30.7 13.6 “ 9,9 : 12.3 és ‘ 463 . . 
‘ All 1973 ; * 27,4 Siok "19,4 LL. = 15.53 ‘ ; 554 
: a } ; ; ry " 
” TABLE 3 +-Employment During Semester (in percents) 
Not . we 1/4 ; 1/2 4 Full- Total 
: ‘ Emp loyed . time time ~ _time * time .__ Respondents 
Males 41,2 10.5 j 15.8 9.2 64.5 131 
‘ Females : SLs 9.8 + 8.6 7.4 20.8 163 
Blacks ae 52,2: 56 7.8 4.4 40,0 90 
Caucasian : 47.4 ae 10.3 7:2 72 26.8 97° 
Mexican-American . 50,0 8.3 a 8.3 8.3 25.0 24 
Orfentgl oo 39,1 8.7 . 13.0 6.5 32.6 . 46 
Wig enc O CE nc prix s nedlin ok dul etia.§ vn end ie aed aman sede dad gugiis Hix pou Debs Ok wasn Hadad aid innsee taWekavegeseae ed lisedin sein sain 
All 1976 46.9 i 852 % 8.8 6.5 28.2 294 
AlL.1975 ‘ « 31,2 31.9 : 16.4 8.5, 12.0 317 
All 1974 , 7 33.3 30.7. %* 13.6 9.9 7 13.3 : 463 
Ali 1973 7 27.4 SLT 119.4 yp Hee 15.3 554 
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NOTE: These do not total Yo 100 bécause some students responded yes to i ais but Piasance to state the 
amount.of time, 


TABLE 4 - Transfer Plans (in percents) 


: Bat ; Total 
Yes No ; Not stire Respondents 
eo” * a a 
Males = _ 36.1 30.3 33.6 122 
Females 42.9 31,3 25.9: * 147 
Black 36.9 34.5 28.6 84 
Caucasian 38.0 31.0 31.0 ' 87 
Mex-American 20.8 50.0: ~ 7 29,2 soret 24 
Oriental 525 15.0 32,5) 8% 5 . 40 
Other » ‘ 50.0 26.5 23,5 | 34 
All 1976 39.8” 30.8 29.4 . 269 
All 1975 ~ 40.8 26.7 32.6 304 
All 1974 39.8 26.1 34.1 437 
soil 1073 42.8 25.4 31.9 535: 


TABLE 5 - Approximate GPA at LACC (in percents) 
ores : 


~Total , 
hee: A B C D : F espondents 
Males 11.9 42.6 41.6 4.0 0.0" 101 
Females * 11,5 59,0 28.7 0.8 0.0 - 122 
Black 6.9 36.2 53.4 3.4 0.0 58 
Caucasian 18,1 56,6 24,1 Lek 0.0 83 
Mexican-American Died 66.7 27.8 N/A 0.0 18 
Ortental 10.5 57.9 28.9 2.6 0.0 38 
Other ¢ 77 50.0 38.5 3.8 6.0° s 26° 
All 1976 11.7 51:6 34.5 2.2 0.0" 223 
All 1975 *12.5 42,5 SA. gI.2 1.5 273 
ALl 1974 9.6. 41,1 46,8 2.5, N/A . 355 
All 1973 9.0 39.7. i a 1.4 443 
i ' > 
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_ TABLE 6 - Plans to Return to LACC 
. (in -percents) 


‘ ios Total. : 
‘ Yes No | _ Not sure’ Reapondents 
"Males. 41.8 22.0. a 368 

Females 55.8 16.0 
Black . 7 559 14.0 
‘Caucasian .. 43.4. 22.6 

- Mexican-American 47.8 30.4 
Oriental 51.1. 14.9 
Other x 48.6. 17.1 


- 
PATE OTE AHA REESE OHHH EETH TESTES HEHEHE ERE OM ED 


All 1976 -. 49:3." °. | 18,7 
All 1975 53,7 12.0 
All 1974 51.0 16,1 
All 1973 48.0 16.0" 


deyvelgeness 


TABLE 7 - How well Served by LACC 


Total 
Extellently Adequately rly \ Respondents 

Males: ; , = 5244 44.4 . 
Females 50.3 49.0 
Black ; 51.8 |: : 48,2 
Caucasian 52,9. 46.1 
Mexican-American 33,3. . 58.3 
‘Oriental 5357 +5 : 46,3 
Other 54.8 38.7 
All 1976 * slaZ 47.0 
* —AlL 1975 49.4 48.4 
_ All 1974 42.9 47.9 
All 1973 “50.2 47,2 


Seer eenrencrehesrenvree 
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: TABLE 8 - Reasons for Withdrawal’, by Ethnic 
; “wes ‘ Background (in percents) 
: : Spring Semester 


. 


Black . Caucasian . Mex-American * 
a 
© © £-8 : 
ar an On a a 
-_ ~ ~ Lal tel 


Armed ; 
‘ Forces | 0.7 1,9 3.6 2.4 
* Insuffi- os . 
_ funds 8.3 18.1 16.6 20.0 
, ‘ =~ \- 
'. Personal 


f1lness| or ° . 

accident 11,1 13,3 8.6 10.3 

Family illness ‘ 

or acci- 2.8 6.7 10.8 12.4 

dent . | : ry 

Transpor- ; 
gy tation | 4,4 6.7 3.0 6,7 


Full-time‘ 
work” + 18.1 32.4 26.2 32.1 


Another 
sthool | 9.7 8.6 13.7 16.4]. 
Schedule 3.5 2.9 ° 4.3) "4.9 


9.2 12,4.) 5.0. 16.7 12.5 5.3 


14,1, 12.2 5.0 12.5 10.9 10.7 ~ 


3.3 4id_l0.9 8.0 


a7 20,8 35.9 21.3 


16.7 10.4 14.1 17.3 
B35. 25) 6S 46.0 


eae 


grades 35 3.8 3.8 6.1 WS 6.3 4.7 2.7 


moving 2.8 5.7-°5.8 46,2 
Job hours 8.3 20,0 16.6 17.0 


1.7 4.2 4.7 5.3 
1,7 14,6 15,6 13.! 


No study ® : 
_ time: 122.5 11.4 10.1 12.7 10.6 8.3 10.9 10.2" | 
Personal . 

pro < 


blens 16.7 7 25, T. 


‘Personal problems 


TABLE 8a - Reasons for Withdrawal, by Sex 


(in percents) 
4 Spring Semester “ ._ 
: ; ; 
* > a . 
’ ; . 1976 1975 197 
Reason 4 Male Female Total | Male Female Total} Male Female 
" Going into Armed Forces ~ ; 3.3 0.8 
Insufficient, funds ~~ | 139° 8.3 
. Personal ifiness or s . 
; ecctdend . . g . ~ 9.0 13.8 
Family iliness or ‘ sc eh 
accident 6.1. 7,9 
Transportation , , ; 3.9 
Going to work full-time é 28,0 
Going to another school ‘ , 13.4 


Unhappy with schedule 
Poor grades . ; * 
Pami Ly. poving away . 
Contitsteng Toure with Job 


Not enough time to study 


i a | : 


3.6 


” 14.6 | 


9.7 


6.5 


4.9 
37.5 


18.5 
' 6.2 


4.5) 
3.2 | 


17.5 
‘A.9 
21.4 


. 


Total F 


‘1.9. 


149 


Py 
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TABLE 9 - laut for Withdrawal, Rank Order po 
ace 1976 


"Tea 
sate ‘ies 


Work full-time ” 1 
Personal problem 2.5 ; 
Another school , 2.5 
Personal illness —_ 8.5 
a No. study time 4 
Conflicting hours with job- 13 
suffictent funds \ 8.5 
Pamily illness or accident 10 
Pehapey ete schedule 5.5 
Poor grades “5.5 
Transportation prebdlem 7 
Family wont away 13 
Armed Forces 13 
¢ ike, P) 
Nenana 
| . z 
t7 : : — 


Page 10, 
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TABLE 9a - Reasons for Withdrawal, Comparison 
of Rank Ordere for Spririg 1976, 1975, « 


} 1974, and 1973 . 
‘Reason _- ee 73 '% '73 

Going te work full-time 1 yg 2 | . 1 
Savetunt problem - - ‘ : Y 4 . 2 gue 2 ; 2 . 
Going to-another school 3 6 _ 4.5 3 ‘ 
Personal illness a ws » ane © . 
Not enough time to study 5 4 4.5 5 
Conflicting hours with job _ 6 < 7 3 4 

/, Yomftiotent fonds 7 4° 99 - a 
Family 411ness er ~ et 8 8 8 

es Unhappy with schedule’ 9 10 . § 9 
fGen grades 10 12¢ * 10. ll 
Transportation ptoblem 1h 060 12 10 
Family moving away Y - i 11 o* 

eo Forees on 2, B °° 4 8g 
r 


* * + 


SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS om : 


This study examines thé responses of the 1,682 students who with- 


> Cl 
drew during the Spring 1976, Spring 1975, Spring 1974, and Spring 1973-. 


gemestera and who completed the exit quest tonnaire. o 


(1) In comparing’ sex and ethnic backgrourtd of the with- 
drawees with the total day student population for 
Spring 1976, about 68% of the withdrawees were of 
non-Caucasian background, compared yith a non-Cauca- 
sian student body of about :79%. 55% of the with- 
drawees were female compared with a student body 
which is about 50% female, ‘ 


In the Spring 1976, of the males who withdvev; 347, 
were in their Ist semester while about 24% were in _ 
their 4th semester or later, Of the females who 
withdrew during the same period, about 347, were ‘in 
their Ist semester while about 26% were in their. 
4th semester or later, ‘ 


About 47% of the withdrawees had not been employed 
during the Spring 1976 semester compared with a stu- 

. dent body only one-third of which was unemployed. 
Approximately 28% of the withdrawees were employed 
full-time; : 

‘About 36% of the withdrawees in the Spring 1976 
, Semester indicated that they planned to transfer to _ 
a.four-year college, with 30% saying they did not in- 
tend to transfer and 34% not sure, Corresponding fig-. 
gures for the entire student Body were 69%, 11%, and. 
19% respectively in 1972 which are consistent with a 
report "Through the Open Door, A Study of Patterns and 
Performance fg! the California Postsecondary Education 
Commission," December 1975, This suggests that these 
withdrawees were generally not as certain about their 
on educational plans as other students. 


Aboat 98% .of the withdrawees felt that they were ade- 
quately or better served by the college with more than 
half of these rating the service excellent. About r 
half (49.3%) of the withdrawees indicated that they 
expected tg return to college. , a 

a 
For all the last four yeare, the most often stated 
reason *for withdrawal was going to work full-time, 
followed by a persénal problem, Going to another 
school wae the third most often stated reason: for with- 
drawal in 1976. Poor grades Was never ranked higher 
than 10th from the top (out of 13) in the last five 
years and in 1976:was 10th ‘(out of 13), 


20 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS (contimed) 


; o- 

(7) Analysis by sex showed some differences. In 1972 
and 1973 more males stated (in percents} "going to 
work full-time," as a reason for withdrawal than 
females, but in 1974 and 1975 the differences in 
percents were not. appreciable, In 1976 more males . 
(33%) stated "going to work full-time," as q reason . 
for withdrawal than females (26%), About 16% of the 
males and 11% of the females stated "conflicting job. . 
hours,” as a reason for withdrawal in 1976, 


\ . 
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STUDENT WITHDRAWAL fone 


Sax: 


Have 


_ eel lege major_' 


Approximate grade average to date: A__A- 8 = c+ C ¢. 


ne en 


LAC. c. COUNSEL ING CENTER, SPRING, 1973 . ' : 


? 


(Please complete and dive to Counduloe, “Omit any 
question you do ‘hot care to answer) 


Lagt | First) - (Middle 


AF ___. Semester at LACC: Ist__ 2nd_. 3rd_z_- bth _==-- 5th 
Ethnic background: | 
Black ora 


Mexican American Oriental 


+ 


DATE_ f : 


you beer) employed this semaster? Yes__ No__ if yes, how much time: 


1/4 time: 1/2' time 3/4 time fult=t ime_- 


Do you plan to transfer to a 4 year col lege? Yes, a “Not sure 
De. Des! Fane 


i OW Be 


Do you plan to return to LACC?” ' Ves” . Not ‘sure 


Please. check one ‘or more of the following reasons for your withdrawal, 


going into Armed forces 
Insuffictent funds . : 
Personal tllness or accident 
family it iness or accidént 
transportation problem. 
going to work full-time 


ee a” 


golng to another, school -y 
unhappy with schedule 

poor grades 

family moving 

conflicting hours with job 

‘not enough time to study . eS F 
personal problem, prefer not to’ explain 
personal’ problem as follows: °° | 


“ 


LTT HII § 


mar 
‘ <9 


w 


Other (please describe)” 


ret rare ra 


“ 


_ eR 


"How well did L.A. C.C. serve you? excellently __ adequately ia 


Please write any comment on thé back of this sheet. 


~ 


"Counselor's signature 


° 
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+ 


fo 


Other 


LOS ANGELES 
, ul 29 Wi, : 


CLEARINGHOUSE FOR 
JUNIOR COLLEGES . : 


Poorly 


° 


+ 


AR 


a 
(Have you found the job yet? Yes__ No_* JNIVERSITY OF CALIF. 


